
Plant Care Guide
Simple steps for healthy , happy plants

 Croton
(Codiaeum variegatum)

Croton, also known as Codiaeum variegatum, is a stunning tropical
plant known for its vibrant and colorful foliage. Its leaves feature a
mix of bold, glossy colors including red, orange, yellow, green, and

even purple. It adds a pop of tropical beauty to any indoor or outdoor
space..



Origin: Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Pacific Islands
Care Level & Placement: Moderate care, Indoor or outdoor plant,
depending on the climate

Light
Croton prefers bright, indirect light. It thrives in full sun or
partial shade, depending on the variety. Provide it with at least
4-6 hours of bright light per day. Avoid exposing it to direct
sunlight, as it can scorch the leaves. Rotate the plant
occasionally to ensure even growth.

Water
Keep the soil consistently moist but not waterlogged. Water
the Croton when the top inch of soil feels dry to the touch.
During the active growing season, water more frequently, and
reduce watering in winter. Avoid allowing the plant to sit in
standing water, as it can lead to root rot.

Soil
Plant Croton in a well-draining soil mix. A combination of
potting soil, peat moss, and perlite or sand works well. It
prefers slightly acidic to neutral soil. Good drainage is
essential to prevent waterlogged conditions and maintain
healthy roots.

Fun fact
Croton is not only prized for its beautiful foliage but also for its
air-purifying qualities. It helps to filter indoor air pollutants,
making it a beneficial plant for improving air quality in your
home or office.



Pet Friendliness
Croton is toxic to cats, dogs, and other pets if ingested. Keep it out of
reach or choose pet-friendly plants if you have curious pets that may
chew on foliage.

Stress Signs
Leaf Drop: Dropping leaves can indicate stress in Croton. It may be
caused by sudden temperature changes, overwatering,
underwatering, or inadequate lighting conditions. Assess the
environmental conditions and adjust accordingly.

Leaf Browning: Browning or crispy edges on the leaves can result from
low humidity levels, exposure to cold drafts, or underwatering.
Increase humidity around the plant, avoid cold drafts, and ensure
consistent moisture to prevent leaf browning.

Faded Leaf Colors: If the vibrant leaf colors of your Croton start to
fade or become less intense, it may be a sign of insufficient light.
Move the plant to a brighter location or provide supplemental grow
lights to enhance the coloration of the leaves.

Botanical Family:  Euphorbiaceae
Botanical Name: Codiaeum variegatum
Common Name: Croton, Garden Croton, Variegated Croton
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