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Plant Care Guide

Simple steps for healthy , happy plants

Christmas Cactus

(Schlumbergera)

The Christmas Cactus, also known as Schlumbergera, is a popular
houseplant known for its unique segmented stems and vibrant,
showy flowers. It is a tropical succulent that blooms during the

holiday season, adding a festive touch to any indoor space. With the
right care, it can thrive and bring joy year after year.
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Origin: Brazil
Care Level & Placement: Easy care, Indoor plant
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Light

Christmas Cactus prefers bright, indirect light. Avoid exposing
it to direct sunlight, as it can scorch the leaves. Place it near a
window with filtered sunlight or in a well-lit room. During the
blooming period, provide it with 12-14 hours of darkness at
night to encourage flower production.

Water

Water the Christmas Cactus thoroughly when the top inch of
soil feels dry to the touch. Ensure good drainage and avoid
overwatering, as it can lead to root rot. During the blooming
period, maintain slightly moist soil, but reduce watering after
flowering to allow for a short period of rest.

Soil

Use a well-draining, slightly acidic soil mix for Christmas
Cactus. A combination of potting soil, peat moss, and perlite or
sand works well. Good drainage is essential to prevent
waterlogged conditions and maintain healthy roots.

Fun fact

Despite its name, the Christmas Cactus is not a true cactus but
a tropical epiphyte. It naturally grows in the shady understory
of Brazilian forests and is accustomed to cool temperatures
and high humidity.
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Pet Friendliness

b Christmas Cactus is generally non-toxic to cats, dogs, and other pets.
However, it's always a good practice to keep pets away from chewing
or ingesting any houseplant, as individual sensitivities may vary.

c -3 Stress Signs

J ?} Lack of Blooms: If your Christmas Cactus fails to bloom, it may be due
to insufficient darkness during the bud formation period. Ensure the
plant receives 12-14 hours of uninterrupted darkness at night for about
6-8 weeks leading up to the desired bloom time.

Leaf Discoloration: Yellowing or browning of the leaves can indicate
overwatering, underwatering, or exposure to extreme temperatures.
Adjust your watering practices and provide consistent, moderate
temperatures to maintain healthy foliage.

Drooping Stems: If the stems of your Christmas Cactus start to droop,
it may be a sign of underwatering or drought stress. Check the
moisture level of the soil and water accordingly. Providing regular,
adequate moisture is crucial for the plant's overall health and vigor.

Botanical Family: Cactaceae
Qg Botanical Name: Schlumbergera

Common Name: Christmas Cactus, Holiday Cactus
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